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Bus and coach industry news
Note to broadcasters:  The SMMT has its own ISDN studio
Check the SMMT website for vehicle registration data history
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	Release:
	Now


Low demand in 2009 drags bus and coach registrations down
•
Big buses fall 40% at three months to February 2010 on year earlier.
•
Big coach registrations up 22%; but industry wary on early revival.
•
Big bus demand to remain very weak in 2010.
“Demand for buses and coaches has remained low for many months and this shows in February’s registration data,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “We don’t expect to see a sustainable recovery in registration data for many months.  This means durable growth in business investment and confidence is vital to protect the sector.  The government’s 2010 Budget needs to deliver clear, supportive and dependable policies, including better access to business credit to encourage a recovery in demand for buses and coaches.”

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations Dec 2005 to Feb 2010
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Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type.
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February 2010 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2010

	
	Feb
	% change*
	Year to date
	% change*
	RYT Feb 2010
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	331
	- 29.9%
	761
	- 31.8%
	7,634
	- 23.5%

	Buses above 8.5t
	139
	- 42.1%
	325
	- 40.0%
	3,124
	- 4.4%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	24
	- 20.0%
	41
	- 35.9%
	409
	- 66.4%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	136
	- 29.2%
	308
	- 27.4%
	3,387
	- 26.4%

	8.5 – 16t
	34
	- 58.5%
	85
	- 50.9%
	1,123
	- 9.8%

	16t +
	46
	- 32.4%
	54
	- 64.9%
	645
	- 6.0%

	Single-deck buses total
	240
	- 35.5%
	488
	- 40.1%
	5,564
	- 28.2%

	16t+ double-deck buses
	59
	- 34.4%
	186
	- 13.5%
	1,356
	1.5%

	All buses
	299
	- 35.3%
	674
	- 34.6%
	6,920
	- 23.9%

	All coaches
	32
	220.0%
	87
	1.2%
	714
	- 19.8%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	0
	
	1
	- 66.7%
	38
	- 54.2%

	Coaches 16t+
	32
	220.0%
	86
	3.6%
	676
	- 16.2%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes on the same period a year before: N%; no registrations year before
YTD: Year-to-date

RYT: Rolling year total
Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century.  Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles.  New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 17% since 1997.

The energy needed to produce each vehicle is down 12%, water use is down 9% and waste to landfill is down 25%, compared to 2006 performance.  CO2 emissions per vehicle produced have fallen 14% in the last year and by 45% since 1999. Almost 10,000 tonnes of waste have been prevented from entering landfill sites.  For more details, download SMMT's tenth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
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Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from Dec 2003 to February 2010
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SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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Media contact:

Robin Dickeson
+44 (0)2 073 449 222 or +44 (0)7 974 436 641 or 
rdickeson@smmt.co.uk
The SMMT website, www.smmt.co.uk has monthly registration data history back to 2000
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